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Valerie Waldmeier  6P1RE <valerie.waldmeier@gsa.gov>

Re: Incoming Bennet inquiry 7816 EPA Region 8 HQ 
1 message

Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov> Wed, Jul 13, 2016 at 2:42 PM
To: Valerie Waldmeier  6P1RE <valerie.waldmeier@gsa.gov>
Cc: Executive Secretariat <executivesecretariat@gsa.gov>, Kim Butler  H1E <kim.butler@gsa.gov>, Bobbi Conde  H1E
<roberta.conde@gsa.gov>, Erin Mewhirter  S <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>, Antoinette Reaves  S <toni.reaves@gsa.gov>

Valerie,

I've made the request and will provide it to you once we receive it.

Regards,

Larnell B. Exum
Executive Response Specialist
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
General Services Administration
Direct 2029694100

On Wed, Jul 13, 2016 at 3:35 PM, Valerie Waldmeier  6P1RE <valerie.waldmeier@gsa.gov> wrote: 
Thank you, do you have a copy of the incoming inquiry?  PBS may need more detail to draft a response.  

Thanks,

Valerie Waldmeier
Lease Contracting Officer
Currently on detail as Program Analyst, 
Office of Administrative Services
U.S. General Services Administration, 6P1RE
2300 Main St., FL 7
Kansas City, MO 64108
P 8168066892

On Wed, Jul 13, 2016 at 1:15 PM, Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov> wrote: 
Exec Sex,

Please create a control for this email, assign to PBS, Lisa A. Austin will sign the response.

Regards,

Larnell B. Exum
Executive Response Specialist
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
General Services Administration
Direct 2029694100

 Forwarded message 
From: Antoinette Reaves  S <toni.reaves@gsa.gov>
Date: Fri, Jul 8, 2016 at 4:27 PM
Subject: Incoming Bennet inquiry 7816 EPA Region 8 HQ 
To: Lisa Austin <lisa.austin@gsa.gov> 
Cc: Erin Mewhirter <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>, Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov>, Alice Yates  S
<alice.yates@gsa.gov>

 Forwarded message 
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From: Parikh, Riki (Bennet) <Riki_Parikh@bennet.senate.gov>
Date: Fri, Jul 8, 2016 at 4:25 PM
Subject: EPA Region 8 HQ 
To: "gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov" <gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov> 

Hello,

 

I have an inquiry regarding the building for the headquarters for EPA Region 8 in Denver and the parameters for selecting a
replacement lease. 

 

Thanks,

Riki

 

RIKI PARIKH

U.S. Senator Michael F. Bennet

O: 2022285913 | M: 

www.bennet.senate.gov

 

 

 
Antoinette S. Reaves
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
Washington, DC  20405
Desk 2025011543
Cell 
Fax 2022195742

Lost time can never be found!

"You don't stop laughing because you grow old, you grow old because you stop 
laughing!"

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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Valerie Waldmeier  6P1RE <valerie.waldmeier@gsa.gov>

Fwd: EPA Region 8 HQ 
1 message

Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov> Thu, Jul 21, 2016 at 4:14 PM
To: Valerie Waldmeier  6P1RE <valerie.waldmeier@gsa.gov>, Erin Mewhirter  S <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>, Antoinette
Reaves  S <toni.reaves@gsa.gov>, Executive Secretariat <executivesecretariat@gsa.gov>

Valerie, et al, 

Per PBS's request the below email is the additional information we've received from Senator Bennet's office.  Please
create a control with this Bennet email for the earlier incoming.

Regards,

Larnell B. Exum
Executive Response Specialist
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
General Services Administration
Direct 2029694100

 Forwarded message 
From: Parikh, Riki (Bennet) <Riki_Parikh@bennet.senate.gov>
Date: Thu, Jul 21, 2016 at 4:59 PM
Subject: RE: EPA Region 8 HQ 
To: Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov>, Erin Mewhirter  S <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>, Antoinette Reaves  S
<toni.reaves@gsa.gov>
Cc: "gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov" <gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov> 

Larnell,

 

Thank you for followingup.  A constituent company that is interested in bidding in a potential RFP for a
replacement lease for the EPA Region 8 HQ was told by GSA that their building is not located in the
delineated area and would not be considered for procurement, even though the building is located very near
the existing building.  We’d like to know why the current parameters were established and the extent to which
they promote competitive bidding. 

 

Thanks,

Riki

 

From: Larnell Exum  S [mailto:larnell.exum@gsa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 10:48 AM
To: Parikh, Riki (Bennet); Erin Mewhirter  S; Antoinette Reaves  S
Cc: gsacongressionalaffairs@gsa.gov 
Subject: Re: EPA Region 8 HQ

 

Riki,
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In your initial email, you indicated you had an inquiry regarding the  building for the headquarters for EPA Region 8 in
Denver and the parameters for selecting a replacement lease. 

 

Please share that inquiry with us so that we might provide you with the most detailed response possible.

 

Regards,

 

Larnell B. Exum

Executive Response Specialist

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs

General Services Administration

Direct 2029694100

 

On Tue, Jul 19, 2016 at 12:02 PM, Larnell Exum  S <larnell.exum@gsa.gov> wrote:

Riki,

 

Per our last email exchange I'm circling back to ascertain if you have received the additional information the constituent
referenced.

 

Thank you in advance.

 

Regards,

 

Larnell B. Exum

Executive Response Specialist

Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs

General Services Administration

Direct 2029694100

 

On Fri, Jul 8, 2016 at 4:25 PM, Parikh, Riki (Bennet) <Riki_Parikh@bennet.senate.gov> wrote:

Hello,

 

I have an inquiry regarding the building for the headquarters for EPA Region 8 in Denver and the parameters for selecting
a replacement lease. 
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Thanks,

Riki

 

RIKI PARIKH

U.S. Senator Michael F. Bennet

O: 2022285913 | M: 

www.bennet.senate.gov

 

 

 

 

(b) (6)



 

 
 

                                                  RELEASE OF INFORMATION FORM 

Before an inquiry can be made on your behalf and subject to the provisions of the Privacy Act of 1974 (Title 5, Sec. 552A of the 
U.S. Code), the Office of United States Senator Michael Bennet must first receive, in writing, your permission. Please provide 
the information below (please print) and mail, email, or fax this form and other necessary documents to your Constituent 
Advocate.  

Printed Name: Daudi Barnes 

Signature: ________________ _________________  Date: January 2, 2020 

(not typed)     I hereby authorize Senator Bennet and his staff to work on my behalf with any federal agency relevant to 

the matter described below, to receive and review any information contained in my file and, if necessary, to forward any 

pertinent correspondence sent by me regarding this matter.  

Please complete the following section as we must have this information to effectively assist you: 

 

 

 

Please include the  Information that pertains to your issue: 

                                                                          

 

 

Have you retained an attorney?  NO   

Have you contacted another congressional office? NO 

  

Briefly describe the problem:      

Please see attached document description of the problem: 

 ROI Summary APEX NASA CLPS Onramp Proposal.pdf 

 

Address: 1334 Airport Rd.    City: Durango     Zip: 81303 

Preferred Phone#:   Email:  

Social Security #:    Date of Birth:   

Office of United States Senator 
Michael F. Bennet 

 

 

GSA FOIA Case #:      GSA-2020-000014  

 

Federal Service Desk Case #:      190916-000369                                                                               

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)





 

ROI Summary Re APEX Proposal to NASA CLPS On-ramp  Page 2 o   

As of today we have not received this information from the FSD, nor via our GSA FOIA request, 

and our requests have been repeatedly blocked by the high level Tier-3 case manager at the FSD. 

This case manager prematurely closed our FSD case on multiple occasions, and actively blocked 

the FSD Tier-1 managers from authorizing the research and release of our login info on the 

grounds of it being non-public information. As such, we were required to initiate the FOIA. 

 

We are concerned about the unreasonable treatment of APEX in this situation, as we are being 

blocked by administrative agents on a highly technical service that we are very qualified to 

perform. 

 

This matter remains relevant, as we have been told by NASA procurement management that they 

would reconsider our proposal if we provided the evidence of our login and Proposal upload 

attempts.  

 

APEX is committed to supporting NASA’s vision to return America to the Moon and our 

proposal can still support the aggressive timelines NASA wants to accomplish. Our company has 

already purchased a substantial amount of the needed lander hardware and we are at a high level 

of maturity in technology development.  

 

All of the details stated above as factual and correct, and I am willing to provide a sworn 

testimony on the above. 

 

Please let me know what additional information we can provide to support this case. 

 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Daudi Barnes, President 
Agile Planetary Exploration, Inc. 
 

(b) (6)
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Maury Mungin - PG-C <maury.mungin@gsa.gov>

Fwd: Constituent Inquiry
2 me age

LaVerne Jordan - S <laverne.jordan@gsa.gov> Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 3:10 PM
To: Executive Secretariat <executive-secretariat@gsa.gov>
Cc  Jeff Po t  A jeffrey po t@g a gov , Rebecca P elo   S rebecca p elo @g a gov , Erin Mewhirter erin mewhirter@g a gov , Brenda Short
<brendaa.short@gsa.gov>, Antoinette Reaves <toni.reaves@gsa.gov>

 Forwarded me age 
From: Erin Mewhirter - S <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 3:03 PM
Subject: Fwd: Constituent Inquiry
To  Antoinette Reave  toni reave @g a gov , LaVerne Jordan laverne jordan@g a gov , Brenda Short brendaa hort@g a gov

Can one of you redact the PII and ask ExecSec to control to FAS to Jeff's signature?  Thanks.  Erin 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Clifford Pearson - S <clifford.pearson@gsa.gov>
Date: Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 3:00 PM
Subject  Fwd  Con tituent Inquiry
To: Erin Mewhirter - S <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>
Cc: Rebecca Pselos - S <rebecca.pselos@gsa.gov>

Erin,

Can we submit this contracting issue in CDT in FAS for routing?

Clifford D. Pearson
US General Services Administration
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
1800 F St  NW, Wa hington DC 20405
Email: clifford.pearson@gsa.gov 
Phone: 202.769.8070

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Mullins, Margaret (Bennet) <Margaret_Mullins@bennet.senate.gov>
Date  Tue, Jan 21, 2020 at 5 15 PM
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Subject: Constituent Inquiry
To: Clifford Pearson - PT <clifford.pearson@gsa.gov>

Cliff,

 

As a follow up to our conversation in December, we ask that GSA/FBO give every appropriate review to the attached documents and provide us with a response as
to the status of the APEX request for consideration. Attached is a privacy release for APEX.

 

Thank you,

Margaret

 

Margaret Mullins

Military Legislative Assistant

U.S. Senator Michael F. Bennet

261 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

202.224.5852

Margaret_Mullins@bennet.senate.gov

 

 
Erin Mewhirter
Director of Operations
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs
U S  General Service  Admini tration

www.gsa.gov

2 attachments

ROI Summary APEX NASA CLPS Onramp Proposal.pdf



2/13/2020 GSA.gov Mail - Fwd: Constituent Inquiry

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=6c6e03fdbd&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1658453616443131311&simpl=msg-f%3A1658453616443131311&simpl=msg-f%3A1658453686768116413 3/3

288K

ROI for APEX_Redacted.pdf
405K

LaVerne Jordan - S <laverne.jordan@gsa.gov> Thu, Feb 13, 2020 at 3:11 PM
To  E ecutive Secretariat e ecutive ecretariat@g a gov
Cc: Jeff Post - A <jeffrey.post@gsa.gov>, Rebecca Pselos - S <rebecca.pselos@gsa.gov>, Erin Mewhirter <erin.mewhirter@gsa.gov>, Brenda Short
<brendaa.short@gsa.gov>, Antoinette Reaves <toni.reaves@gsa.gov>

E ecSec, plea e control to FAS for Jeff Po t'  ignature  I failed to include thi  info earlier   Thank
[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachment

ROI Summary APEX NASA CLPS Onramp Proposal.pdf
288K

ROI for APEX_Redacted.pdf
405K





 
 

 
August 12, 2020 

 
The Honorable Emily W. Murphy    The Honorable Jovita Carranza 
Administrator      Administrator 
General Services Administration    Small Business Administration 
1800 F Street NW      409 3rd Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20405                 Washington, D.C. 20460  
  
Dear Administrator Murphy and Administrator Carranza: 
 
We write to request more information concerning the decision to decrease the period of 
performance in the STARS II Government-wide Acquisition Contract (GWAC) by two years, 
and ask you to consider re-establishing August 30, 2024, as the deadline for the period of 
performance (POP).  
 
We are in uncertain times. Small businesses of all kinds are struggling with the pressures of the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. They are working hard to protect their 
workforce while meeting the needs of our federal agencies, who in turn are working overtime to 
address the public health emergency. It was prudent to increase the STARS II ceiling by $7 
billion due to an increase in agency information technology (IT) demand for services during the 
pandemic. We support the justification provided by the General Services Administration (GSA) 
and the Small Business Administration (SBA) leadership for increasing the ceiling, particularly 
the need to help keep the 8(a) STARS II contractor base financially viable at this critical time. 
 
However, we worry that the decision to shorten the STARS II POP is contradictory to the 
justifications for the ceiling adjustment. During this uncertain time, we are concerned about 
placing a limit on the access of federal agencies to proven 8(a) companies who are prepared to 
provide IT services during the pandemic. In this light, we ask that you provide additional 
information on how GSA and SBA came to the decision to shorten the POP. Specifically, we are 
interested in learning whether GSA and SBA received feedback noting concerns with the change 
and the effects it could have on their contracting options and business future. We would also like 
to know about the estimated cost and effect on solicitations of the new POP.  
 
We are concerned that the release of the STARS III solicitation, beginning the process to 
establish a new 10-year contract vehicle for 8(a) IT companies will not be immune from the 
uncertainty of the pandemic. The STARS III solicitation process should provide flexibility to 
meet the current challenges without putting additional pressures on the contractor base.  
 
We look forward to your response to the questions raised above, as well as fair consideration to 
continuing the STARS II POP through its initial completion date on August 30, 2024, while 
simultaneously standing up the STARS III program. We support your stated goal to “ensure 
opportunities for current, and future, 8(a) Program Participants.” The assurance of continuity 
with the existing vehicle will allow GSA and SBA to fully engage small business in the 



development of a strong STARS III program while not risking the disruption of IT contracts 
during a potential gap in contracting abilities.  
 
Thank you for your urgent consideration of this matter.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
/s/ Michael F. Bennet     /s/ Cory Gardner 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
Michael F. Bennet     Cory Gardner 
United States Senator     United States Senator 
 
/s/ Doug Lamborn     /s/ Jason Crow 
________________________________  ________________________________ 
Doug Lamborn     Jason Crow 
United States Representative    United States Representative 
 
/s/ Scott Tipton 
________________________________  
Scott Tipton     
United States Representative   
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GSA outreach events. For your reference, we are providing the communications that 
GSA made to industry partners both directly (enclosed) and through the GSA website.4  

In reaching this decision, it is important to note that GSA and SBA carefully considered 
and deliberated options prior to taking action and then listened to and considered 
feedback after the decision was made. GSA received comments or inquiries from some 
agencies related to the reduced PoP tied to the ceiling increase. In response, GSA 
provided the rationale behind the decision and guidance on alternative acquisition 
solutions. At this time, no significant concerns have been raised by agencies that cannot 
be addressed with the 8(a) STARS II ceiling increase or alternative acquisition 
solutions. 

GSA and SBA’s intention in raising the ceiling was to provide vital immediate support in 
response to the pandemic. Both agencies are also committed to ensuring full and long-
term opportunity for the emerging 8(a) tech community. Therefore, along with raising the 
ceiling, GSA and SBA shortened the PoP for new orders placed under the STARS II 
vehicle, recognizing that many of the current vendors have graduated from the 8(a) 
program and a new class of 8(a) vendors are awaiting potential work once 8(a) STARS 
III is awarded. 

Both GSA and SBA provide a wide variety of training courses and other resources to 
assist small businesses that have graduated from the 8(a) Business Development 
program. Examples include training and guidance on finding Federal procurement 
opportunities, pursuing small business set asides, and becoming a mentor-protégé.5  

It is important to note there were no changes to orders awarded prior to July 1, 2020; 
orders awarded prior to that date may continue performance through August 30, 2024. 
The reduced PoP applies only to new orders—those orders awarded after the $7 billion 
was added to the ceiling. The action provides for continued viability of all 8(a) STARS II 
primes and supports customer agencies. As a result, funds can be added to existing 
orders, new orders can be awarded, and this easy-to-use vehicle stands ready to 
support the immediate response to the COVID-19 national emergency. 

In fiscal year 2021, GSA plans to replace 8(a) STARS II with the next generation 8(a) 
GWAC 8(a) STARS III, which is key to the future success of the 8(a) program. GSA 
released the 8(a) STARS III solicitation on July 6, 2020, and the solicitation closed on 
August 26, 2020. GSA received a significant number of offers, and evaluations are 
underway. GSA believes we continue to be on track to make the first awards under 8(a) 
STARS III on time. 

GSA has also tracked the use of the contract. As of the end of the Government Fiscal 
Year 2020, there were over 5,800 task order awards, valued at over $15 billion, issued 
against the 8(a) STARS II GWAC since inception. About 3,600 task orders (62%), 
valued at $3.8 billion (25%), have a 2-year or less duration. For the period between July 

                                                 
4 Blog: STARS II, Taking Action, https://gsablogs.gsa.gov/technology/2020/08/18/stars-ii-taking-action/. 
5 More information is available at https://www.sba.gov/learning-center and gsa.gov/small-business. 



1, 2020, and September 30, 2020, 203 task orders had a duration of 2 years or less. 
Compared to the past 3 fiscal years, this is roughly about half the average number of 
task orders for the same timeframe and a third of the value.  

As we continue to move forward, GSA is committed to pursuing and open to discussing 
acquisition strategies and efforts to strengthen the small business industrial base. GSA 
is already engaging industry partners and agencies for feedback on its upcoming 8(a) 
STARS III and Polaris GWACs,6 both of which incorporate innovations that address the 
needs of Federal agencies and small businesses. 

If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact Jeffrey Post, Associate 
Administrator, GSA Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 501-0563 or 
Frank Spampinato, SBA Associate Administrator, Government Contracting and 
Business Development at (202) 205-6459. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Jeffrey A. Post 
Associate Administrator 
Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs 
U.S. General Services Administration 
 
 
 
Frank Spampinato 
Associate Administrator 
Office of Government Contracting & Business Development 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
6 GSA Office of Information Technology Category, Assistant Commissioner blog, last accessed December 
15, 2020, https://gsablogs.gsa.gov/technology/2020/10/01/polaris-gsas-next-generation-small-business-
gwac.  




